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and Alinga (without distinctive characteristics, pro-
perties, etc.).
Atman being the subtlest of the subtle, we have
discussed before, it must necessarily be an all-pervad-
ing Tatiwa.
In the Sanskrit logicians' vocabulary the word
Linga has a particular connotation, a scientific import
and is used in philosophical discussions only at such
places where the philosopher wants to point out its
scientific meaning- Much of our knowledge is made
out of our capacity to infer. Almost all our knowledge
of things not yet seen, is derived through the source
of knowledge called inference. When there is a
lot of smoke rising from a point in the distant range
of hills we, from our point of observation, infer
that there is fire on the hill. The sign or the dis-
tinctive mark, v/z., smoke, observing which, we come
to the definite conclusion of the things is called the
Linga in the logicians* terminology.
With this knowledge of the exact connotation
of the word, we can now easily understand the import
of the scripture when She says that the Puruska is
devoid of any Linga. It means that there are no
.properties or qualities or such other indicative signs
by which we can directly' perceive, and, therefore,
come to recognise the Self in us.
He who realises this Self, through a subjective
experiencing, not only dees he get liberated from the
shackles of mortal limitations, but, the Srutki asserts,